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Dear parents and carers, 
Welcome back to another term of learning in year 1. 
This is always a busy term with lots of music, colour 
and creativity, it is always a lot of fun. 
We are missing Jeanette, but learning in year 1 will be 
carrying on an normal and children can tell Jeanette 
all the new things they have learnt once she is back.

Have a great half term of learning. 

Theme: Bright Lights, Big City
This term we will be learning about why London is such 
an amazing place to live! 
Children will be learning about the features of big cities as 
well as why London is a special place with lots of easy to 
recognise landmarks. Children will also learn about some 
stories from London’s past such as the Great Fire of 1666. 
We will then zoom out and look at the four countries that 
make up the United Kingdom and the capital cities of each.  
Finally, children will learn how to read some simple maps 
and will be able to recognise some of the symbols used on 
maps. 

English
Phonics will continue to play a big part in our journey 
into reading and writing. We are very excited to be 
introducing a new teaching program called ‘Bookwings’ 
into our phonics lessons.  Bookwings has been been 
written exclusively for Oasis schools and we have 
decided to jump on board as we love how whole books 
sit at the heart of each lesson and how each new sound 
is introduced through a book. 
We love teaching Bookwings and the children have 
already enjoyed being part of the lessons.

Phonics Play remains a helpful website for you to use 
at home  to reinforce phonics.
www.phonicsplay.com

Also, have a look at some of the apps 
In the Self Serve area on the iPads. 
Try Hairy Phonics and Hairy Letters! 
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Maths
In Maths, we will continue work on counting, 
particularly counting on and back from any given 
number. Children will begin to work on positioning 
numbers onto a number line: 

Children will deepen their understanding of numbers by 
being able to give one more or 
one less than numbers to 20. 

Children will also be working on 
learning a range of words to 
describe position, direction and 
movement, this fits in nicely with 
the coding lessons that will 
happen in Computer Science. 

http://www.phonicsplay.com


Science
In science we will be focusing on the changing 
seasons and how the lives of animals and humans 
are affected by the changes in weather. 

Class Trip - local walks
Friday 17th 
December 

LAST DAY OF TERM 2
1.30pm Finish
Christmas Holiday
Mon 20th Dec to Mon 3rd Jan

Tuesday 4th 
January

INSET DAY
School closed to children 

Wed 5th Jan Children return to school

Dates for Autumn 2

Art and Design
In Year One we will be making and designing vehicles 
with wheels and axis. This fits perfectly with our Bright 
Lights, Big City topic!   

Homework
Homework will soon be back up and running in year 1. 
Children will either complete work on their iPad (e.g. 
Maths) or use their exercise book. Once the tasks have 
been distributed, check the page in their exercise book 
each week to make sure you know what you are doing.  
Exercise books will be checked by teachers during the 
week after homework is due.

Every day, children should:

- Read their reading book for 10 minutes
- Start to learn to read the 100 high frequency works 

for  Year One.
- In the topic homework book please choose one task 

a week to complete from the grid.
- Tell you the sound they have learned that day and 

write it down for you to see.
- Write their name (ensure forename first, then do 

both forename and surname) every day - making 
sure there is a capital letter at the beginning and all 
the other letters are of a similar size

P.E.
This term year 1 will be developing skills in sessions 
geared towards movement within games: moving with 
balance and control, changing footwork patterns and 
changing direction quickly. These skills will then be 
applied to separate football sessions. 

 

Computing
Children will be using coding programs to create 
simple animations and learning to write a sequence 
of commands. 

R.E. 
Any excuse for a celebration! 
This term we will be looking at different festivals 
and celebrations from different faiths. We will learn 
about: Sukkot, Diwali, Holi and more. 
We will look out for similarities between the faiths 
as well as noticing the differences. 

PSHE
In PSHE we will be talking about staying safe in lots of 
different ways. We will talk about why we take registers, 
why we do fire drills and how to stay safe around 
fireworks. We will also be talking about the Oasis habit 
of Hope and what this means. In December, we will 
move to think about the habit of Joy. 


