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Dear parents and carers,
 
Welcome back to term 2 of  Year 6. 
This is always a busy term with lots to learn and lots 
of creativity on the run up to Christmas. 

Thank you for all of your support so far ; please 
continue reminding your children to complete their 
reading records so that reading becomes embedded 
as an enjoyable, daily habit. 

Have a great half term of learning, 
Paul and Leanne 
Class Teachers

Theme
Our theme for this half term is ‘Hola Mexico’. This is a 
broad topic that includes learning about the geography of  
Mexico and some aspects of contemporary Mexican 
culture.  
We then learn about the Ancient Mayan Civilisation, how 
society was structured and how people lived.  We will 
then consider some theories about why many Maya cities 
were abandoned. 

English
 
In English, we will by studying the book Holes by 
Louise Sachar and continuing to reflect on the themes 
within the book, as well as sharpening our 
comprehension skills through discussion and 
responding to questions. 
Our writing tasks will be often be inspired either by 
Holes or by our theme of Mexico. Children will focus 
on writing for a particular purpose and ensuring that 
their style, word choices, sentence shapes and tone all 
help to achieve that purpose. 
We will also be further embedding our grammar 
knowledge and developing awareness of the different 
past tenses so that we can write with greater 
accuracy. 
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Maths

This term in maths we will be finishing working through 
the arithmetic methods with whole numbers.  Once we 
have completed working through the 4 operations we 
will spend a lot of time practicing these and applying 
them to real life problems.  Any opportunity to practice 
these basic skills at home is hugely valuable to making 
this learning concrete.

This half-term we will also be working on angles in 
shapes and lengths, including calculating missing angles  
using known facts.  We will learn about coordinates in 
all four axes and finding missing coordinates on regular 
shapes.

We will then finish the term with work on fractions 
learning how to perform arithmetic with fractions and 
integers..  This will be the last major strand of arithmetic 
which we will then practice throughout the rest of the 
year.



Science
Science this term is a discrete subject about Living 
Things and their Habitats.

We will build on the work from year 4 about how 
animals are classified and grouped.

We will learn about the work of significant scientist 
Carl Linnaeus and how he pioneered the classification 
of plants and animals on the planet.  We will learn 
about Linnaean taxonomy and how animals are 
classified in ever more specific groups.

We will also be looking at branching classification 
systems and how you can use simple yes/no questions 
in order to find which plant or animal is being 
identified.

Friday 17th 
December

LAST DAY OF TERM 2
Finish 1.30 pm

Christmas Holidays
Mon 20th Dec 2021 to Mon 3rd Jan 2022

Tuesday 4th 
January

INSET DAY
School closed to children

Wed 5th Jan Children return to school

Dates for Autumn 2

Homework
Each MONDAY we will collect in homework.  Children will 
select a task from the 9 options and either complete it in 
exercise books or share work completed on the iPads. 

Every day, children should:
- read their reading book for at least 10 mins
- Practise spellings 

In addition, typically, the children do the following:

Maths:  Sumdog and occasional work on Teams 

P.E.
PE this term is split in to two areas.  
Dance will involve trying out some Bollywood style dancing.  
We will learn some basic Bollywood moves and some of 
the history of Bollywood dancing.  We will also be learning 
football this term with a chance to enhance skills and work 
towards playing games between the whole class.

Design Technology
This term in design and technology, we will be working 
on food technology and researching, planning and 
creating our own Mexican food menus. 

R.E. 
Our RE work this term will explore celebrations 
from different faiths. We will be learning about: 
Sukkot, Diwali, Chinese New Year, Holi, Eid ul Fitr and 
Christmas. 
Children will be looking out for similarities between 
the festivals as well as appreciating the differences.

Computing
This term we are starting our work on coding.  We will 
be using Scratch, which was developed by MIT to teach 
coding to primary age children.
We will start by using simple code to animate short 
scenes before progressing to making our own games.  
Children will have their own account which they can 
use on their iPads at home and in class.  Ask your 
children to show you some of their work on their 
iPads.

PSHE
Through PSHE this term, we will explore the Oasis Habits of 
Hope and Joy. 
We will also be considering the importance of seeing 
situations from another person’s perspective and getting to 
know our own levels of tolerance and what happens when 
we get annoyed or angry.  


