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Dear parents and carers,

Welcome back to the first half of Spring term in Year 
6.

A slightly shorter half-term (just 5 and a half weeks) 
but just as much learning to squeeze in.  We will be 
covering the theme of Heritage and Culture which in 
Year 6 focusses on History and World War 2.

Have a great half term of learning, 

Paul and Leanne 
Class Teachers

Theme
Continuing work with the new Oasis Curriculum, children 
across the school are studying, ‘Heritage and Culture'.

History
The focus of the theme this term is World War 2.  We will 
study some of the causes of WW2, learn a little about the 
holocaust and Anne Frank and her significance.  We will 
then look at the impact of war on children in this country 
and find out about evacuation and the impact in London of 
the blitz.  This will link to our English work and our class trip 
this term to Chiselhurst Caves and how they were used 
during the second world war. 

Geography
The focus of our geography work this term will be around 
map skills and using atlases and maps to find and identify 
countries.

English
For our Read Alouds this term, we have started with 
some powerful picture books that are written to 
inspire readers to make a difference in the world 
around them. We have already read about Isatou 
Ceesay from The Gambia whose creativity changed 
the whole community, a book about how a simple act 
of kindness can help bring light and hope to someone 
who has experienced the traumas of war and a book 
about how Malala Yousafzai used her voice to change 
the lives of others.  All of this and we’re only 3 days 
into the term! 
Our writing topics will be inspired by the term’s 
history theme of WW2. We will be starting with the 
story of Rose Blanche and then moving on to Letters 
From the Lighthouse.
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Maths
Last term we made great progress on arithmetic and I 
have been particularly impressed with the fractions work.  
It will be important to keep practicing adding, subtracting, 
multiplying and dividing with fractions, mixed number and 
whole numbers so it stays fresh in children's memory.

This term we are going to start with position and 
direction in a geometry unit.  This will touch on 
coordinates, translations and reflections.

We will then be focussing on calculating with decimals and 
finish the term with percentages (linking both of these to 
fractions).



Science
This term’s science will build on some reading texts 
studied earlier in the year. Children will recap who 
Charles Darwin was and the key observations he 
made about finches. We will then explore how 
adaptations occur over time in the natural world and 
how natural selection enables successful traits to 
carry on.  From here, children will look at how 
animals are adapted to survive and we will then build 
on previous learning about fossils to explore whether 
fossils act as evidence of evolution. 

Children will also hear a brief introduction to DNA, 
which will lead into exploring inheritance and 
inherited characteristics as opposed to acquired 
characteristics. 

 Tuesday 3rd Jan INSET

Wednesday 4th January 2023
First Day of Spring Term

Monday 16th Jan Elmer-Monday (See Newsletters)

Thursday 26th Jan Chislehurst Caves 

Fri 10th Feb Last Day of Term

School reopens
Monday 20th February 2023

Dates for Spring 2 Homework

Homework will follow the same format as previous years 
with nine activity options and children choose one per 
week. We will send these home once they are set up. 

Spellings have been set up on Spelling Shed. Children have 
QR codes and log ins for this already. Spellings will be 
tested on a Friday. 

Every day, children should also:
- Read their reading book for at least 10 min
- Practice maths on Sumdog and Times Table Rockstars

P.E.

Our two units in PE will focus on fitness and gymnastics.

In fitness children will develop their own understanding of 
maintaining a healthy lifestyle and explore different 
cardiovascular exercises.
In gymnastics we will focus on stability and locomotion and 
create sequences using a variety of travels, balances and rolls.

Art 
Our thematic art in Spring 1 goes back to our last history 
unit and looks at weaving in the industrial revolution.  This 
will also link to our discreet art where we will be learning 
about collage and creating 2D and 3D weaves and collages.

R.E. 

RE will continue to be taught by Simon this term. 
Discussions will centre around Buddhism and children 
will learn about a Buddhist holy book - The Tripitaka. 
Children will also reflect on two Buddhist stories and 
will be encouraged to consider their meaning and 
their message. 

Computing
Computing this year will be largely focussed on the two key 
threads coding and elements of e-safety.
The e-safety focus this term will learn about copyright and 
ownership of digital property online.  We will also look at the 
Safer School's app as part of a wider relaunch.

PSHE
Through PSHE lessons this term, children will develop 
an understanding of the risks and effects of legal and 
illegal drugs.  They will consider the reasons why 
someone might use drugs and practise some strategies 
for managing situations where someone 
might be trying to influence their 
decisions. 
Children will also learn some basic 
techniques for dealing with common 
injuries and basic first aid. 


